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An emissary from Yorck to Blticher, and one
from Blucher to Yorck met half way with the same
proposal, a night attack on Athies. Yorck him-
self undertook the operation. Silently the
Prussians glided forth in four columns. Yorck had
issued the written order: "Not a shot shall be
fired; the attack is to be made with bayonets
alone/1 Zieten, meanwhile, had been despatched
with the cavalry to fall at the proper moment on
the rear of Marmont's corps, and extinguish as
rapidly as possible the light of life and intelligence
in this heap of young humanity.

The attack was a complete success. Hundreds
of these poor boys awoke to find themselves trans-
fixed by bayonets while hundreds more were
trampled by the horses. The silence of the night
gave way to wild uproar.

All at once [writes a participant1] all the division's
trumpets, horns, and other instruments were sounded;
one hurrah after another rent the air, and panic and
confusion spread throughout the hostile army.

Marshal Marmont reported to Napoleon at two
the next morning: "We have not been able to re-
store order to the different bodies of troops, which
are all mingled together and in no condition to carry-
out any evolution or perform any service.'' He had
lost more than three thousand men, the greater part
of whom had been captured, indeed and not killed.

1 Yorck's friend, von Schack.